
Western Virginia junior golfers Jack Adkins and Dylan Jensen
have formed an enduring friendship through golf BY RANDY KING

OR THE PAST 10YEARS, VSGA'MEMBERS Jack Adkins
and Dylan Jensen have never worried about finding a
golf game at Chatmoss Country Club.

The pair of Martinsville teenagers have always had a
guaranteed fellow-competitor. They've always had each other.

Through the strong bond of golf, Adkins and Jensen have basi-
cally been all but inseparable the past decade. See one at Chatmoss,
and it's a virtual lock you'll see the other, too.

"We've been going to the same school since preschool," Adkins
says. "We started playing golf together in the second grade. We've
teed it up countless times."

Jensen confirmed those facts, adding more detail.

"We've pretty much played every day since second grade;' he says.
"I would say five times a week since then. Almost every day, as long
as there wasn't snow on the ground. Jack was always there.

"He was kind of my drive to get better. I caught up with him a
little bit in middle school, but until then he just waxed me. I think
we've been good for each other. We've made each other better players:'

Not to mention better people.

GROWTH SPURT
Ask Keith Decker, the longtime reigning amateur king of Virginia golf
OnAug. 1,the 50-year-old Decker teamed with the pair of 18-year-olds
to lead Chatmoss to victory in the 68th VSGA Club Championship at
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Nm\vr^iom Ix_w^\c Iu_j,] Siwitrw Ix_\]m/
Jmktm\ ]irl ^pm ^\r_vyp pmul ]ymkriu]rowrnrkiwkm

rw pr] jxxt- ]rwkmpm,]ai^kpml ^pm '^ax cx_worw]'
vi^_\m ^p\x_op ^pmcmi\]/

'O pi`m ]mmwPikt iwl Jcuiw ]rwkm̂pmc am\m6 nmm^
^iuu-' Jmktm\ ]ic]/ 'Txa ^pmc,\murtm;d6 x\ ;d8/ cpm
yrk^_\m ^pmc ^xxt ar^p ^px]m ^ax iwl vm _y ^pm\m
pxulrwo ^pm ^\xypc /// O,v i vrlom^ iwcaic- j_^ O
uxxtml urtmvx\m xn i vrlom^ ]^iwlrwo wmb^^x ^pmv/

'O^ pi] jmmwi ux^ xn n_wai^kprwo ^px]m ^ax o\xa
_y/ cpmc o\ma_y i^ ^pmoxunkx_\]m/cpm\m,]wx^ i jm^^m\
yuikmnx\ iwc cx_wo viw x\ cx_wo axviw ^x o\xa _y
^piw xw ^pmoxunkx_\]m x\ rw^pmoxun]pxy/ fx_ umi\w
iuuijx_^ urnm̀m\c-_rktuc jmki_]m cx_,\m lmiurwoar^p
yxurkmvmw-s_lom]- i^^x\wmc]- ]ium]vmw/fx_,\m lmiud
rwoar^p iuuaiut] xnurnmiwl cx_ o\xa _y ni]^/'

Owillr^rxw ^x mikp jmrwo8/1 ]^_lmw^]- Gltrw] iwl
Pmw]mw]m\`ml i] l_iu urwkpyrw]xw i Ii\ur]um bkpxxu
oxun^miv ^pi^ pi] axw nr`mkxw]mk_^r`mdr\orwri Owlmd
ymwlmw Îxwnm\mwkm]^i^m ^r^um]/Kikp axw ^pmkxwnm\d
mwkm,]rwlr`rl_iu ^r^um̂arkm-]aiyyrwo ^pm^\xypc jikt
iwl nx\^p m`m\cx^pm\ cmi\ ^pm yi]^ nx_\ niuu]/Kikp
^rvm- ^pmxwmapx lrlw,^ arw nrwr]pml]mkxwl/

'Gw iam]xvm lmiuE,Pmw]mw]ic]/
Vwuc nro_\m]/ Gn^m\ iuu-am,\m^iutrwo ijx_^ ^ax

ymi] rw i yxl pm\m/
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Gltrw] iwl Pmw]mw]ymw^ iuvx]^ iuuxn ^pmr\ kpruld
pxxl lic] piworwo x_^ i^ Ipi^vx]]/ Wm\piy]
wxjxlc twxa] ^pmv jm^^m\ ^piw ^pm ku_j,] uxwo^rvm
pmil WMG y\xnm]]rxwiu axjm\^ emrwm\^p- apx
^i_op^ ^pmv ^pmoivm iwl pi] ai^kpml ^pmv o\xa
rw^x kui]]c cx_wo vmw/

'O,`m^i_op^ jx^p xn ^pmv ]rwkm̂pmc am\mBx\ CD,
^pm ::dcmi\dxul emrwm\^p ]ic]/ 'cpmc jx^p pi`m lrnd
nm\mw]̂arwo]/ O^ai] ^pmtrl] ^pi^ lrl r^/ On"pil ^xul
^pmv ^x ox ]^iwl xw xwmnxx^ iwl ]arwo umn^dpiwlml-
^pmc ax_ul lx r^/ cpmc ax_ul /// iwl ^pmc ax_ul lx
r^ iuuwrop^/

'J_\rwo ^pm]_vvm\ vxw^p]- ^pmcax_ul om^pm\m
ijx_^ C rw^pm vx\wrwo iwl i^ C i^ wrop^ ^pmc,l ]^ruu
jm oxrwo/ cpmc,l ]ic- ,I,vxw y\x- um^,]ox yuic/, cpmc

kiw jmi^ vm- j_^ ^pmc kiw,^ jmi^ vm iuu^pm ^rvm/ /
'O^ ai] i ux^ xnn_wnx\ vm iwl ^pmc,`mtmy^ vm cx_wo iuû pm]mcmi\]/O

pi`m kprul\mw-j_^ Owm`m\pil i jxc/ bx ^pmc,`miuaic] jmmwkux]m̂x
vm/ Pikt _]ml ^x ur`mjm]rlm vm iwl Jcuiw pi] y\m^^c v_kp ]ymw^vx]^
xn pr] ^rvm ar^p vm/ cpmc pi`m ax\tml nx\ vm n\xv ^pm^rvm ^pmcam\m
25 cmi\] xul ^x \rop^ wxa/cpmc,`max\tml iuuvc ^x_\wivmw^]/ cpmc,`m
lxwm y\m^^c v_kp m`m\c^prwôpi^ Ô i_op^ ^pmv ^x lx/'

emrwm\^p- apx pi] jmmwi^ Ipi^vx]] nx\ 5; cmi\]- iu]x kxikpm]
Ii\ur]um,] oxun ^miv/ Rml jc ^pm Gltrw]dPmw]mw kxvjrwi^rxw- ^pm
]-_il kxvyruml i ]^ioom\rwo A1d2 \mkx\l ^pm yi]^ nr`mcmi\]/

'Pikt iwl Jcuiw iuaic] y_]pml mikp x^pm\ ^x om^ jm^^m\-' emrwd
m\^p ]ic]/ 'cpmc ox^ iuxwo- ]x ^pm\mai] wm`m\iwc iwrvx]r^c ^pm\m/

'NU,mU hiUkkoelSY hdPoUTUmUio
TPo jafSU jUSgfT WiPTU1Adegjk
UmUioTPo0Pj dgfWPj kYUiU nPjf,k
jfgn gf kYU WiglfT0 HPSc nPj PdnPoj
kYUiU1EU nPj cafT gVeo TiamUkg WUk
RUkkUi1GkYafc nU,mURUUf WggT Vgi
UPSY gkYUi1NU,mU ePTU UPSY gkYUi
RUkkUihdPoUij1'

- Dylan Jensen (right) with Adkins
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O^vilm Jcuiw i jm^^m\ yuicm\-iwl r^ vilm Pikt i jm^^m\ yuicm\- ^xx/
'O^ ]pxaml ^pr] cmi\/ Jcuiw axw ^pm gdbMG P_wrx\h Si^kp Wuic

iwl Pikt kivm rw gi ^rmnx\h ]mkxwl rw^pm ]^\xtm yuic gdbMG P_wrx\
Gvi^m_\ i^ axiwxtm Ix_w^\c Iu_j P/

'Jcuiw pi] \miuuc]pxaw pr] kxux\] ^pr] ]_vvm\/ Nm,]axw ^p\mm
^x_\wivmw^] d ^pm P_wrx\ Si^kp Wuic-̂ pm Niumc Smvx\riu iwl ^pm
Jmmy by\rwo P_wrx\ Ow`r^i^rxwiu/'
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Ri]^ cmi\- jx^p yuicm\] vilm r^ ^x ^pm ]mvrnrwiu] xn ^pmdbMG P_wrx\
Si^kp WuicIpivyrxw]pry i^ axiwxtm Ix_w^\c Iu_j/ G] vi^kp yuic
_wnxulml- Gltrw] iwl Pmw]mwam\mnx\kml ^x ox pmild^xdpmil rw ^pm
m`mw^,]]mvrnrwiu]/ Oviorwm ^pi^/

Gn^m\Pmw]mwl\irwml i :dnxx^ jr\lrm y_^^ xw Tx/ 2B^x ]-_i\m ^pm
vi^kp- Gltrw] xwmd_yyml pr] oxxl n\rmwl-\xuurworw i 6Jdnxx^ jr\lrm
y_^^ xw ^pm nr\]^ mb^\i pxum/

'W\xjijuc x_\ vx]^ kxvym^r^r`m vi^kp xw ^pm jroom]^ ]^iomE,]ic]
Gltrw]- apx r] ]m`mwvxw^p] xulm\ ^piw Pmw]mw/'cpi^ ai] \miuuci
^x_op vi^kpE i vmvx\ijum xwmnx\ ]_\m/ cpmw Ovilm i uxwoy_^^
^pi^ Opil wx j_]rwm]] vitrwo nx\ i jr\lrm xw ^pm nr\]^ mb^\i pxum^x
arw/ Oai]w,^ ^prwtrwo ijx_^ vitrwo r^ d Oai] ^prwtrwo ijx_^ ^axd
y_^^rwo r^ iwl tmmyrwo^pm vi^kp iur`md iwl r^ s_]^ amw^rw iwl ^pi^
ai] ^pm vi^kp/'

amkiuurwo ^pm Gltrw], lioom\ ^x pr] jikt- Pmw]mwui_opml iwl
-_ry]- 'Siw- Okx_ulw,^ jmurm`mvc oxxl n\rmwlax_ul lx ^pi^ ^x vm/'

bx api^ lrl Pmw]mwlxF Nm y_^ pr] ku_j] lxaw iwl yrktml _y
Gltrw], jio- iwl killrml nx\ pr] kux]myiu rw ^pm nrwiu/

'fmip- iwl pmwm`m\̂ryyml vm/ Oo_m]] Olrlw,^ pmuyprv mwx_opE,
k\ikt] Pmw]mw-\mnm\\rwôx Gltrw] 6 iwl 5 ux]] ^x ^p\mmd^rvm arwwm\
Srtmc Sxcm\] xn b^iwi\l]`ruum rw ^pm lmkrlrwo mwkx_w^m\/
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vibv I ypo- if ybu pof pg vif gjtuvrfprmf
yip dbmmfeboe dpohtbvwmbvfenf/"

gRv oOsTr
Mpy fxft\vijoh jubcpwvvpdibohf gpt vif
Aeljou] Jfoufo dpoofdvjpo/ Bpvi ibxf
tfdfjxfe dpmmfhfhpmgudipmbtuijru-cwvjv'uopv
b rbdlbhf efbm/Sif\'tf ifbefe vpejggftfov
udippmu/ Jbdl ju cpwoe gpt Empo fM/d/,
Tojxftujv\- yiftf Dfdlft uvbttfe efdbefu
bhp-yijmf D\mbojuvjdlfvfe gpt Kpohyppe
Tojxftujv\ jo Fbtnxjmmf-Vb/

Iv'u bmnpuvbljo vp b mpohvjnf nbttjfe
dpwrmfhfvvjohb ejxptdf/ Wfmm-nb\cf opv/

"I'n opvuwtfyf'xf fxft ibe bo bthwnfov
/// Jbdl boe I cpvi btf rtfvv\ mbje]cbdl-"
Jfoufo ub\u/

"Ftbolm\- I epo'v lopy ipy jv'uhpjoh vp
yptl/ I vijol yf'tf hpjoh vpcf rmb\joh jo b
dpwrmfpgvpwtobnfovu bhbjouvfbdi pvift
viju gbmmcfdbwuf pwt udippmuyjmmcpvi cf
viftf/ Aoe podf yf'tf cbdl ipnf po ctfbl-
I'n uwtfyf'mmcf rmb\johhpmgbhbjo vphfvift/
Bwvjv'uhpjoh vpcf yfjte opv rmb\joh yjvi
ijn bmnpuvfxft\ eb\/

"I'n uwtf I yjmmcf hfvvjohupnf mbvf]ojhiv
vf-vnfuubhfu gtpn Jbdl/ Hf bmyb\uufoeu nf
upnfvijoh tjejdwmpwu/Jbdl juup tjejdwmpwu:
if'u nptf pwvviftf vibo nf/"

Sibv dpnnfov etfy b diwdlmf gtpn vif
nptf tfuftxfe Aeljou- yip dpodfefe mjgfju
bcpwvvpdibohf etbuvjdbmm\gpt cpvi rbtvjfu/

"Iv'upof pg vipuf vijohu vibv \pw epo'v
lopy yibv'u hpjoh vp ibrrfo wovjmjvbdvw]

bmm\ibrrfou-" if ub\u/"Rp jv'u
hpjoh vpcf jovftfuvjoh vpkwuv
ljoe pguff ipy jvrbou out!'

Sif tjujoh \pwoh hpmgftu
nb\ opv lopy- cwvvif ubxx\
xfvftbo epfu/

"D\mboju b mjvvmfnptf pwv]
hpjoh boe Jbdl jubmjvvmfnptf
uftjpwubcpwvjv-"Dfdlft ub\u/
"Bwvvif\ dpnrmfnfov fbdi
pvift xft\- xft\ yfmm/adbo'vub\
fopwhi ipy efmjhivgwmvif\
btf vp cf btpwoe/ Sif\'tf b
obvwtbm]v\rf gwoo\- vif\'tf
swjdl]yjvvfe/ Sif\ btf hpjoh
vp ep yfmmopv pom\jo dpmmfhf
hpmg-cwv jo mjgf/Aoe vif\'tf
cpvi hpjoh vp efuftxf jv-
cfdbwuf vif\ ibxf yptlfe
ibte gpt jv/"

"I vijol D\mboju uvjmmybjvjoh gpt b vjr-"
Aeljou tfurpoeu jo efberbo gbuijpo/ "I
ypwmeefgjojvfm\ub\ vibv rtpxfu ipy vjhiv
yf btf- vipwhi/"

Dfdlft- yip ibe nbef vif ipwt etjxf
gtpn LbtvjouxjmmfvpPpboplf vpybvdi "iju
cp\u" rmb\-ybu viptpwhim\ jnrtfuufe/

"Sipuf vyp btf b htfbv vfbn vphfvift-"
Dfdlft opvfu/"apw vbmlbcpwvgtjfoeuijr/ Iv
ijv D\mbo rtfvv\ ibte viftf tjhiv bvgjtuv
yifo if mpuv-cwvyjvijo gjxfnjowvfu if ybu
tfbe\ vphp boe if dbeejfe gpt Jbdl/

"D\mbohpviju cfijoe yijrrfe fbtmjft jo
vif eb\- vifo dbeejfe gpt Jbdl boe ejeo'v hfv
b vjr-cwv\pw lopy yibv; Hf'u b vtwfgtjfoe/
Aoe opv nbo\ rfprmf ibxf b mpvpg vtwf
gtjfoeu- cwvvifuf hw\uuwtf btf/"

Ngdpwtuf-D\mboeje pof]wr iju gtjfoe jo
mbvfJwofyifo if vppl ipnf iju gjtuvVRGA
vjvmfc\ yjoojoh vif Jwojpt Lbvdi Omb\/

"Jbdl ejeo'v dbeejf gpt nf cfdbwuf if mpuv
jo vif swbtvftgjobmuvif rtfxjpwu eb\-"
Jfoufo ub\u/"Bwvbuuppo bu if gpwoe pwv

B0GDEK1IHHA1JDIH
Aubtf vifjt gbnjmjfu/Rvplfe c\ vif tfmbvjpo]
uijr pgvifjt upou-vifjt gbviftu ibxf cfdpnf
vjhiv- vpp/ Jfoufo ubje iju gbvift- Ppc- b
6]iboejdbr- boe Jbdl'u gbvift- Jfgg-cbujdbmm\
b udtbvdi hpmgft-wufe vp ippl wr jo vfbn
nbvdifu yjvi vif cp\u yifo vif\ yftf \pwoh/

"Iv ypwmebmyb\ucf Jfggboe nf bhbjouv
Jbdl boe n\ ebe-" Jfoufo tfdbmmu/"Wf ibe
hppe nbvdifu/ I hwfuuJbdl hpvvif cfuv pgjv
cfdbwufif'e bmyb\uub\ if ybu vif ejggftfodf
cfvyffo vif vyp vfbnu/ Ivybu bmyb\urtfvv\
dmpuf-vipwhi/"

'Df TMe NPPY M VafaRRgYhMfOTUYS
fTaeP fha Sdah gc, JTPi SdPh gc
aY MSaVRw/201-Hs.-0-.1 Yaf M NPffPd
cVMOPRadMYi iagYS WMYad iagYS
haWMY fa Sdah gc fTMY aY fTP SaVR
OagdePad UYfTP SaVReTac,'
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Author Randy King is a sports
reporter for Sif Ppboplf Sjnfu
and a frequent contributor to
Vjthjojb Gpmgft/
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